June 24: Wernher von Braun asked about Russian rocket capability

The June 21 report in the British press may have reached the U.S. military intelligence:

”Dr. Wernher von Braun, the German scientist who knew the most about the V-2 rocket program, had reached the United States with a select group of ex- Peenemünde rocket scientists and was getting oriented to his new surroundings in New Mexico, when an urgent confidential message was sent him from Washington. Dated June 24th, the message was from a worried U.S. military intelligence. According to a Major Hamill, dr. von Braun´s American assistant, the message was a request for answers to ”disturbing” questions. 

”It seems that the War Department wanted an immediate evaluation of the German rocket technicians left in the Soviet zone of occupied Germany and how long it might take such experts to perfect an intercontinental missile. Dr. von Braun knew of only two engineers who had sufficient knowledge of the over-all German V-2 rocket program and were clever enough to organize a long-range rocket development group. Any success by such group, he asserted, would no doubt take quite some time.”

Source: Loren Gross: UFO´s: a history. 1946: the ghost rockets, pp. 4-5 from: James McGovern: Crossbow and Overcast (1964). 


